
TIME: 90 min                                                                    SAMPLE PAPER                                                                M.M. 45 

ENGLISH (CLASS: X) 

     Section A – (Objective Type Questions) 

1. Answer the following questions:                      (9×1=9 marks) 

i. The swallow was going to ________.                                                                      (The Happy Prince) 

ii. The author found a cat when he flung open the door. (True/false)                    (Secret of Happiness) 

iii. Who is doing ‘less than nothing’ for non-material things?                                    (Where is Science Taking Us?) 

a) Mr Kagwa                            c) author 

b) Science   d) Happy Prince 

iv. What did Jim buy for Della as a Christmas gift?                                 (A Gift for Christmas) 

a) watch chain  c) dolls 

b) set of combs  d) ring 

      v.      The young man in garret was writing a_______.                                                       (The Happy Prince)                                              

      vi.     Who bought the author’s paintings?                                                                           (Bed No. 29)     

   vii.   Robert Gillian was given ________ dollars by the lawyer.                                       (One Thousand Dollars) 

       viii.  Selling cloths was in Subbiah’s blood. (True/ false)                           (Half a Rupee Worth) 

        ix.   The author lost his ________ in the accident.                                                           (Bed No. 29)     

                          

                  Section B – (Reading Skills) 

2. Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follows:                         (10 Marks) 

The fight of the cobra and the mongoose is a classic drama often seen in India, and the outcome is largely the same. 

The mongoose is not immune to the venomous bite, but is faster and quicker in motion than the snake. The cobra 

assumes a posture of defence and attempts to reach the animal by a sweeping strike. But the quick-moving 

mongoose jumps out of reach and comes at the snake from another direction, before the snake can get into striking 

position again. This constant movement tires and discourages the snake, and the mongoose is finally able to leap in 

close and bury its teeth in the snake’s neck, usually severing the joints of its vertebrae. 

QUESTIONS: 

1. Which classic drama has been talked about in the passage?                                                  2 

2. i. Who is faster and quicker?                                                                                                         1 

    ii. Who assumes the position of defence?                                                                                   1 

3. How does the mongoose fight the cobra?                                                                                  2 

4. What does mongoose finally able to do?                                                                                    2 

5. Match the words in column A with their antonyms in Column B:                                          2 

  A         B 

             large       attack 

                   defence       go 

                   come       small 

               close       open 

                                                                      or 

Read the poem given below and answer the questions that follow: 

Stone walls do not a prison make  

Nor iron bars a cage: 

Mind’s innocent and quiet take 

That for a hermitage, 

If I have freedom in my love, 

And in my soul am free’ 

Angels alone that soar above 

Enjoy such liberty 

 



Questions. 

1.  What does not make a prison?                                                                                                      2 

2. According to the poet what does not make a cage?                                                                   2 

3. Which quality of the mind makes a hermitage?                                                                          2 

4. Complete the summary of the poem after filling in the blanks:                                               2 

    A prison is not made of stone walls, neither is a cage of _______ bars. It is only an innocent and ______  

    mind that makes a _____. Such liberty is enjoyed only by ______. 

5. Match the words in column A with their meanings in column B:                                             2     

                   A                                 B 

              prison                          spirit 

              soar                             freedom 

              soul                              jail 

              liberty                          rise 

                                                                                      Section C 

English Main Course Book – (Poetry) 

3. (a) Answer any two of the questions after reading the stanza.                                               (2x2=4 marks) 

How Happy is he born or taught                                                     

That serveth not another’s will: 

Whose armour is his honest thought, 

And simple truth his utmost skill! 

I. What is name of the poem and the poet? 

II. What is the armour of happy man?  

III.         What is the utmost skill of a happy man?                                                                                   

3. (b) Answer any one of the following questions in 30 -50 words. 

                What lesson do you learn from the poem ‘Death the Leveller’? 

OR 

What is the central idea of the poem ‘The Character of a Happy Man’?                           (1x3=3 Marks) 

Section D – (Translation and Composition) 

3. (a) Translate any two of the following sentences into Punjabi/Hindi.                                   (4×1=4 Marks) 

i. I have a golden bedroom. 

ii. What are the consequences of this abnormal power? 

iii. A fear is not unlike a ghost. 

iv. Will you buy my hair? 

v. How hungry we are! 

vi. Where is Science taking us? 

 

(b) Translate any three the following sentences from Punjabi/Hindi to English.                 (4×1=4 Marks)  

i. mYN ਇਹ ਸਵਾਲ ਹਲ ਕਰ ਸਕਦਾ hW [ 

ii. ਸਾਨੰੂ ਆਪਣ ੇਮਾਤਾ ਿਪਤਾ ਦਾ ਕਿਹਣਾ ਮੰਨਣਾ ਚਾਹੀਦਾ ਹੈ /  

iii. ਉਹ ਸਵੇਰ ਤ� ਿਕੱਥੇ ਹੈ ? 

iv. ਆਪਣੀਆਂ ਿਕਤਾਬ� ਖੋਲੋ [ 

v. ਉਸਨੰੂ ਘੱਟ ਸੁਣਦਾ ਹੈ | 

vi. jYsw dys vYsw Bys[ 

 

 



 

     

4. (a)  Advertise ‘Galaxy Herbal Toothpaste’   

                                               OR 

              You are Munish, the head boy of Karnal Public School, Karnal. Write a notice for the School Notice Board inviting   

              the students to participate in the Annual Sports Day.                         (4 Marks) 

       

         (b) You are Monu and you live at 51, Central Town, Nangal. Write a letter to your father, who is away on a long     

              tour, giving him home news. 

                                                                                    or 

 You are Tanbir, living at G-312, Adarsh Colony, Moga. Write a letter of condolence to your friend Amrit on the 

death of his mother.                                                                                         (7 Marks) 


